
 

 

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep  

the voters of the 5th Congressional Dis-

trict of New Jersey informed about the 

performance of Congressman Scott 

Garrett. As you probably are aware, the 

5th congressional district, with its quaint 

L-shape, is a highly gerrymandered dis-

trict rigged to provide a safe seat in the 

House of Representa-

tives for a Republican. 

When Marge Roukema 

was our representative 

this was not a terribly 

alarming problem for 

those of us, Republicans, 

Democrats, and Inde-

pendents whose political 

leanings were toward the center, i.e. mod-

erates. However when Marge Roukema 

chose not to run again, the Republican 

Scott Garrett won her seat. As history has 

repeatedly shown Mr. Garrett is not of 

Ms. Roukema’s ilk at all, Mr. Garrett is an 

ultra-conservative right wing politician, 

the likes of whom is way out of step with 

New Jersey, indeed with almost anywhere 

in the civilized world. Accordingly, those 

of us of moderate bent have formed a 

grass roots organization that we descrip-

tively call Retire Garrett, for the pur-

pose of electing a candidate of much more 

moderate leanings.  

We have a website, RetireGar-

rett.com,  which contains much infor-

mation, current and past, on the do-

ings of our organization and of Mr. 

Garrett; we hope you will visit it fre-

quently, as many are already doing. 

In addition we are producing this 

newsletter for dissemination to inter-

ested parties once or twice a month; 

we hope you will choose to receive it.  

How can you help ? We would like to in-

vite you to join us as a volunteer, grass 

roots worker. Please read the next article 

for amplification. 

How You Can Help 

Not surprisingly, we want to grow, we 

want to enlist more volunteers willing to 

participate, willing to do a little to willing 

to do to a lot. First of all we want to get our 

word out to as many people as possible, so 

we need volunteers to increase the size of 

our mailing list; to solicit others to sign-up 

to receive our newsletter once or twice a 

month. A volunteer can easily do this by 

forwarding a copy of our newsletter to the 

people in his or her address book who re-

side in the 5th Congressional District, and 

asking the recipients to indicate their will-
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We are constituents of the 5th Congres-

sional District who are con-

cerned about the extreme 

political stance of our con-

gressman, Scott Garrett. We 

are people from all walks of 

life, people of all ages, people from all po-

litical parties, people without party affilia-

tion, we are people who reject extremism, 

the watchword of Representative Garrett.  

Organizations such as ours are usually 

labeled “grass roots” because such organi-

zations are not directed from above by po-

litical party bosses, but have sprung from 

the ground up; we are not the bosses, we 

are not from among the legions beholden 

to any bosses — we are the people.  

To join us you don’t have contribute 

money, you don’t have to do 

things that are abhorrent to you, 

if we ask you to write a letter on 

a subject with which you are not 

in agreement, don’t do it; we re-

alize that we are not all in lockstep on 

every issue, we have diverse opinions, but 

we are all of one mind when it comes to 

extremism—we reject it.  

How are we organized ? We have a 

Steering Committee that attends meet-

ings on a regular basis, does the planning, 

and communicates to the membership; 

and we have the volunteers, those who do 

what they can or wish in order to help 

eliminate extremism from the 5th CD (see 

“How You Can Help”, p.1). That’s it. 
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Scott Garrett vs. the Middle Class 

Who are the members of Scott Garrett’s constituency ? 

Certainly not the middle class. 

The non-partisan Drum Major Institute for Public Pol-

icy (DMI) issues annual scorecards analyzing the im-

pact of  legislation on America’s middle class, and 

evaluating Members of Congress based on their votes 

on such legislation. Rep. Scott Garrett, has 

received a failing grade in every single year 

for his votes on middle class issues, including 

a 0% grade for the current year (fellow NJ 

Republicans Smith and LoBiondo received an 

A and a B this past year). Mr. Garrett may 

use his “anti-tax hero” sobriquet as a means 

of pandering to voters but the facts jump out 

that his politics certainly do not favor the 

Middle Class. (Source: TheMiddleClass.org). 

Did you know that even on non-contentious issues 

Scott Garrett’s vote is routinely in the opposite column 

from that of every other Congressperson in the entire 

northeast, let alone  NJ  ?  He is even too extreme for 

his own (Republican) party (in fact, a senior staffer for 

a Senate Republican recently called him a “nut”). Now, 

being a maverick has a certain charm (think John 

McCain), but the only people who find Mr. Garrett’s 

voting record charming are that segment of the 

wealthy who care only for enriching their coffers — his 

real constituency. 

 

But enough analysis, let his votes speak for themselves 

– votes that are consistently against the interests of 

the middle class and the 5th Congressional District as a 

whole.  Consider the following: 

 

•    He voted against the single largest middle class tax 

cut in American history. (Source: American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009) 

 

•    He introduced his own stimulus bill in 2008, con-

sisting entirely of corporate tax cuts (proven to be the 

least effective stimulator of the economy) and not one 

cent to families.  (Sources: HR 5109, Moody’sEcon-

omy.com, Congressional Budget Office). 

•    He was one of only ten House members to vote 

against a clean water bill (which would actually 

streamline Federal departments and save money in the 

process), even though our 5th Congressional District 

has had numerous issues with unsafe drinking water 

over the past few years.  (Source: HR 1145, The Na-

tional Water Research and Develop-

ment Initiative of 2009). 

 

•    He was one of just 48 House mem-

bers (and the only one in NJ) to vote 

against the Head Start program, 

which would raise teaching and educa-

tion standards.  (Source: HR 1429, Im-

proving Head Start Act) 

 

•    He repeatedly voted against the State Children’s 

Health Insurance Program, which provides health care 

coverage to children of lower and middle income fami-

lies who do not have coverage.  (Sources: HR 2, Chil-

dren’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act 

of 2009 and HR 976, Children’s Health Insurance Pro-

gram Reauthorization Act) 

 

•    He voted against a mortgage relief program that 

would help struggling families stay in their homes, de-

spite the fact that Passaic, Sussex and Warren coun-

ties recently ranked first, fourth, and eighth in the 

state in the number of homes foreclosed.  (Sources: HR 

1106, Helping Families Save Their Homes Act of 2009 

and Realtytrac.com) 

 

Such a voting record might make Mr. Garrett an anti-

tax hero among the uncaring wealthy, but what does it 

make him among the Middle Class – certainly not a 

friend. 

The above are but a sample of the many votes Mr. 

Garrett cast which are squarely against the interests of 

his constituents.  You can research his specific voting 

record yourself at votesmart.org, and you can read our 

analysis at retiregarrett.com.   
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ingness to receive future copies of our newsletter (we 

don’t want to spam our friends and associates, so please 

obtain their permission to continue sending them our 

newsletter).  

 

What other things can you do ? Well here’s a list. 

1. Re-transmit the Retire Garrett newsletter to a 

segment of our mailing list, to people who have 

agreed to accept it on a regular basis. 

2. Write letters to the editor of newspapers—use our 

articles as a basis for creating your own letter to the 

editor (become famous in your community).  

3. Recruit other volunteers—ask recipients of our 

newsletter if they would also like to volunteer. 

4. Set up a table at your local supermarket, train sta-

tion, etc and hand out our literature, talk to voters 

(can be fun, even if you’re a bit of an introvert). 

5. Get involved with fund raising, create an event, help 

with an event (guess what,  campaigns need money). 

6. Research—gather information, editorials and other 

newspaper articles, follow the votes in Congress, and 

report this to our steering committee. 

7. Make suggestions (two heads are better than one). 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Rep. Garrett is following the ultra-rightwing Repub-

lican absurdity in claiming that Pres. Obama's Cap 

and Trade plan is nothing more than a tax on the 

energy business. In actuality the purpose of Cap and 

Trade is to reduce air pollution, to reduce the amount 

of carbon and other contributors to acid rain released 

by the power plants in the midwest. Cap and Trade 

happens, actually, to be favored more by industry 

than by en- vironmentalists 

since it gives business 

more cer- tainty about esti-

mating fu- ture energy 

costs; also the nuclear industry likes it because nu-

clear power plants become more competitive. Envi-

ronmentalists have grudgingly accepted Cap and 

Trade as a compromise since it does put a market 

price on carbon which would most likely tend to boost 

energy efficiency and renewable energy efforts. 

 

Rep. Garrett refers to an MIT study that he says pre-

dicts Cap and Trade would cost individual house-

holds $3100 per year. However, one of the MIT pro-

fessors who performed the study said that figure "is 

just wrong, it's wrong in so many ways it's hard to 

begin to explain". Business Week estimates the in-

creased yearly cost because of Cap and Trade to be 

about 7%. My electric bill last year was $582, which 

at 7%, yields a total increase of $41 - a lot less than 

the absurd $3100 claimed by Garrett. 

 

Once again, Mr. Garrett has stretched the truth 

in his feeble attempts at stopping progress in the 

name of anti-taxation. I guess Mr. Garrett would 

rather continue to suffer the effects of bad air pol-

lution than to pay an additional $41 a year on his 

electric bill. 

Garrett’s Weird Cap and Trade Figures 
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